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A man once said to 'Ali, “I don’t care if I don’t carry out any action 
after Al Islam except that I become the imam of the Sacred Masjid.” 
'Ali replied: “Jihad in the path of Allah is better than all of that.” These 
ayat in At-Tawbah were then revealed, confirming 'Ali’s opinion:
Have you made the providing of water for the pilgrim and the 
maintenance of al-Masjid al-Haram equal to [the deeds of ] one 
who believes in Allah and the Last Day and strives in the cause 
of Allah? They are not equal in the sight of Allah. And Allah does 
not guide the wrongdoing people.

The ones who have believed, emigrated and striven in the cause 
of Allah with their wealth and their lives are greater in rank in the 
sight of Allah. And it is those who are the attainers [of success]. 
(At-Tawbah:19-20) 

The Qur’an was revealed as a guidance and it, with the help of the 
Prophet’s perfect example, changed the Companions forever. But 
the Qur’an wasn’t written for the era of the Prophet r only - it was 
written for all time. When we internalise the Qur’an and make it a 
part of our lives, we too will feel that this earthly life means less and 

less. We will see tests and trials for what they really are: temporary, 
fleeting and surmountable. Instead of focusing on acquiring and 
accumulating wealth to impress people, we will insha Allah be able 
to focus on acquiring enduring good deeds and raising our ranks in 
the sight of Allah I. 

Through the Companions we have many examples. If we look 
closely enough, we will see ourselves among the vast array of 
characters and personalities that surrounded the Prophet r. 
Equipped with the knowledge of Qur'an and Sunnah and by 
searching for clues left by the Companions along the trail of 
righteousness, we can also be the attainers of success. 
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The Biography of 'Ali Ibn Abi Taalib, by 'Ali Muhammad As-Sallabi

Ann (Umameer) Stock reverted to Islam 27 years ago and lives back 
and forth between Cairo and Jeddah with her Egyptian husband. She 
wants to help the next generation of Muslims understand more about 
their faith. You can follow her at http://umameerblog.wordpress.com/ 
Musings of a Muslimah

F
atimah t scooped up some date seeds and placed 
them in the centre hole of her hand mill. She grabbed 
the handle and rotated the heavy circular stone, 
slowly crushing the date seeds into flour. She stopped 
to look at her hands; her once soft youthful hands 
were now a patchwork of callouses and blisters. She 
wiped the sweat from her brow and placed her hand 

on her stomach to calm the rumbling, but she didn’t complain. 
Grabbing the wooden handle again, she continued to rotate the 
heavy stone over the seeds until she had enough flour to make the 
bread she and her husband, 'Ali, would eat to break their fast. Their 
life was simple and at times harsh, but they were a happy couple.

Abu Bakr t and Umar t had both wanted to marry Fatimah, 
but it seemed the Prophet r was waiting for someone else, so 
he declined their offers. Both companions urged 'Ali, now in his 
twenties, to ask for her hand. It took a great deal of encouragement 
but some time after the battle of Badr, despite having little to 
offer in the way of mahr (dower), 'Ali plucked up the courage and 
approached the Prophet r. 

Being a man of great sensitivity, the Prophet r saw that his nephew 
had something on his mind. “What has brought you? Do you have 
any need?” asked the Prophet r. 'Ali kept quiet. 
“Perhaps you have come to seek Fatimah’s hand in marriage?” 
“Yes,” 'Ali nodded. The Prophet gave him a broad smile and readily 
accepted on behalf of his daughter whose agreement was garnered 
from her red faced silence. 

'Ali was not completely without. He did own a shield which was 
given to him as part of his war booty. ‘Uthman t bought his 
shield for 400 dinar. This amount was given to Fatimah for wedding 
preparations. ‘Uthman, who would soon be 'Ali’s brother-in-law, 
returned his shield as a wedding gift. 

Accumulating wealth was not something the Companions spent 
time doing. Many of the Companions who entered Islam with 
abundant wealth ended their lives with little means. The worldly 
pleasures of life were not an end goal. Those who remained 
wealthy, like ‘Uthman,spent their money in the way of Allah I to 
equip the army, or to feed the poor, or help other Muslims with their 
debts. Fatimah married 'Ali knowing full well that he was a man of 
little means, but it didn’t matter. Their eyes were set on something 
far greater. 

'Ali ibn Abi Talib was the Prophet’s nephew and the first youth 
to accept Islam after the revelations began. He had lived in the 
Prophet’s home from the time he was a small boy, so he had grown 
up with Fatimah and as a family, they had learned the Qur’an, ayah 
by ayah. They watched as the perfect role model interpreted each 
word of Allah I into his character and let each ayah guide his 
actions. 

'Ali had been exposed as a teenager to ayat like these revealed in 
Makkah :
And present to them the example of the life of this world, [its 
being] like rain which We send down from the sky, and the 
vegetation of the earth mingles with it and [then] it becomes 
dry remnants, scattered by the winds. And Allah is ever over all 
things, Perfect in Ability.

Wealth and children are [but] adornment of the worldly life. But 
the enduring good deeds are better to your Lord for reward and 
better for [one's] hope. (Al Kahf:45-46)

His faith was strong, and that strength was present in his heroic 
actions on the battlefield as well as in his role as head of his 
household, an adviser and eventually the Caliph. 

'Ali understood that this earthly life is a fleeting temporary moment. 
He did not strive for it and neither did Fatimah. It was not a sacrifice 
on their part. They genuinely did not value the Dunya because this 
earthly life holds no value when compared to the afterlife promised 
to those who strive in Allah’s cause. He had internalised the ayah 
above saying:

“O world, beguile someone other than me. Is it to me you are 
presenting yourself and is it me you are hankering after? How 
impossible! How impossible! I have turned away from you 
irreversibly three times. Your lifespan is short and your worth is 
trifling. I groan from the paucity of provision and the distance of the 
journey and the desolateness of the path.”

Allah had guided 'Ali and Fatimah to this kind of understanding 
because they preferred Allah I and the Prophet r to everything 
else the world had to offer. 'Ali had an overall understanding of the 
principles of Allah’s book and his understanding was confirmed by 
Allah I during the following incident:

'Ali t
and This Trifling World 

Ann (Umameer) Stock looks at 'Ali’s approach to the hardships of this world.

Trailing the Steps of the Rightly Guided Caliphs 

Wealth and children are [but] adornment of the world ly life. But the enduring 
good deeds are better to your Lord for reward and better for [one's] hope. (Al Kahf:45-46)


